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Winter Rose — Jennifer Donnelly

The Winter Rose begins in London in the summer of 1900. It has been
twelve years since a dark, murderous figure stalked the alleys and courts of
Whitechapel. Time has passed, places and people have changed. Reformers,
moved by the plight of the poor, work to better their conditions. Among them is an
idealistic young woman named India Selwyn-Jones. Newly graduated from
medical school, India joins a practice in Whitechapel and tends to its people.
With the help of her influential fiance" Freddie Lytton, she works to shut down the
area's opium dens that destroy both body and soul. Her selfless activities better
her patients' lives and bring her immense gratification, but unfortunately, they
also bring her into direct conflict with East London's ruling crime lord" Sid
Malone. India is not good for business and at first, Malone wants her out. But
against all odds, India and Sid fall in love.
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Forever unlucky in love, Song Hawkins has the reputation of being a cold-
hearted yet beautiful businesswoman. But everything changes when this New
Yorker finds the man of her dreams in Cable Jordan, the manager of a West
Virginia coal mine. After they marry, it quickly becomes apparent Cable has no
intention of leaving his beloved hometown of Highcoal. Reluctant at first, Song is
soon swept up in the strange, funny, and always interesting highjinks of the little
mining town's quirky citizens. But things turn deadly serious when, to save her
husband and her town, she must put on the red helmet of the new coal miner and
make a life-changing sacrifice.
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Meri is newly married, pregnant, and standing on the cusp of her life as a
wife and mother, recognizing with some terror the gap between reality and
expectation. Delia Naughton—wife of the two-term liberal senator Tom
Naughton—is Meri’s new neighbor in the adjacent New England town house.
Delia’s husband’s chronic infidelity has been an open secret in Washington
circles, but despite the complexity of their relationship, the bond between them
remains strong. Delia and Meri find themselves leading strangely parallel lives,
both reckoning with the contours and mysteries of marriage, one refined and
abraded by years of complicated intimacy, the other barely begun.
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Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox — Maggie O’Farrell

In the middle of tending to the everyday business at her vintage clothing
shop and sidestepping her married boyfriend's attempts at commitment, Iris
Lockhart receives a stunning phone call: Her great-aunt Esme, whom she never
knew existed, is being released from Cauldstone Hospital—where she has been
locked away for over sixty years. Iris’'s grandmother Kitty always claimed to be an
only child. But Esme’s papers prove she is Kitty’s sister, and Iris can see the
shadow of her dead father in Esme’s face. Esme has been labeled harmless—
sane enough to coexist with the rest of the world. But Esme’s still basically a
stranger, a family member never mentioned by the family, and one who is sure to
bring life-altering secrets with her when she leaves the ward. If Iris takes her in,
what dangerous truths might she inherit?



There’s No Place Like Here — Cecilia Ahern
Ever since her classmate Jenny-May vanished when they were ten years
old, Sandy Shortt has been obsessed with finding things. Now grown, Sandy's
obsession has become a calling, with her own agency devoted to locating
missing persons. But with every failed case, Sandy is plagued with questions:
Where do missing people go? Are they alive or dead? Did they intend to
disappear, or did they suffer some cruel fate? As these questions threaten to
consume her, Sandy suddenly finds that she, herself, has disappeared, and that
she has found all the answers she's always searched for in a magical place
where all lost things and people go.

Betrayal Game — David L. Robbins

Can one man make history—and can another change it with a single
bullet? It was a question that Professor Mikhal Lammeck had devoted his life to
answering. An expert on history’s great political assassinations, he’s come to
Havana in the spring of 1961 to seek the answer firsthand. For the more he sees
of Cuba’s charismatic revolutionary leader, Fidel Castro, the more he’s convinced
that he’s witnessing that rarest anomaly: the man who can change history...and
who therefore must be murdered. The wild CIA plots, the treacherous double
crosses, the near- miraculous escapes, are already legendary, but it seems as if
Castro’s number is finally up. With a massive U.S.-backed invasion of the island
looming, a trap has been set that not even Castro can escape. Mikhal Lammeck
is thrust dead-center between a Cuban secret-police captain and a chillingly
amoral American CIA agent.



Golden Age — Tahmima Anam

As young widow Rehana Haque awakes one March morning, she might
be forgiven for feeling happy. Today she will throw a party for her son and
daughter. In the garden of the house she has built, her roses are blooming, her
children are almost grown, and beyond their doorstep, the city is buzzing with
excitement after recent elections. Change is in the air. But none of the guests at
Rehana's party can foresee what will happen in the days and months ahead. For
this is 1971 in East Pakistan, a country on the brink of war. And this family's life is
about to change forever.
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LI s Deportees and Other Stories — Roddy Doyle

Dubliner Roddy Doyle's first short story collection describes the "new
Ireland" that emerged in the 1990s, a land of booming economic opportunity and
burgeoning immigration. The first story centers on Larry, a "hip" Irish father
whose daughter Stephanie brings home a Nigerian suitor. The title story is a
sequel to Doyle's The Commitments. Lovable Johnny Rabbitte is back,
assembling a band of misfits: a Romanian, a Russian, and an African singer
named King Robert. Another story is "New Boy," in which a nine-year-old African
immigrant fights off bullies and struggles to adapt to a new school.



